Sutton Benger Parish Council
The Minutes of Annual Meeting of Sutton Benger Parish Council held on Wednesday 8th May 2013 at the Village Hall, Sutton Benger.
PUBLIC FORUM

The Retiring Chairman Councillor Liddell welcomed the two public members attending the meeting.  
PRESENT
D Liddell, (Retiring) Chairman.

Councillors: E Pope, K Smedley, N Davis, D Alexander, P Jones
Parish Clerk: Sarah Britain
APOLOGIES 
None
ELECTONS  1 (13-14)
CHAIR
Retiring Chairman Councillor Liddell began proceedings by asking members to elect a New Chair.  In the absence of anyone else coming forward Councillor E Pope was unanimously voted in as Chair.  
VICE CHAIR
D Liddel proposed Councillor Smedley. All voted in favour and the motion was carried.  
Ex Councillor Liddell handed over the proceeding to Councillor Pope.
ELECTIONS OF COMMITTEES AND APPOINTMENTS
Development control will be considered by all Councillors. Councillor N Davis agreed to continue his responsibilities of overseeing Rights of Way and Footpaths.  The structure of responsibilities previously delegated to Councillors will be discussed and decided at July’s Parish Council meeting. 
The newly elected Parish Councillors gave special thanks to Derrek Liddell, Lance Workman and Kay Taylor for all of their many years’ dedication to the Parish Council.  A thank you was also acknowledged to the other retiring Councillors Helen Stevens, Matt Bragg and Hereward Parry-Jones. 

DECLARATIONS OF ACCEPTANCE  2 (13-14)

Councillors signed their declarations of acceptance to office. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS  3 (13-14)

 There were none to declare for the purposes of the meeting.  Councillors were reminded that under the new Localism Act 2011 Councillors have 28 days from accepting office to register their interests on line with Wiltshire Council.
MINUTES OF MARCH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  4 (13-14)
The minutes of the March meeting were signed as a true record of the meeting.
CORRESPONDENCE  5 (13-14)
The Clerk read out the main items of importance.  Some of this correspondence has been circulated and a full list is available from the Clerk.
FINANCE  6 (13-14)
The Precept of £8,000 plus Grant payment from the Authority of £500 has been received.  This totals the requested precept of £8,500.
The accounts for the year ending March 2013 were circulated to all present.  It was agreed to sign these off along with the Annual Return for the Audit Commission at a meeting to be held in June following the internal auditors report.  

It was proposed that the internal Auditor should be carried out by Poole Perspectives Limited; they have carried out the auditing for the Council in the past and have agreed to do it at the previous rate of £60.00.  This falls within the standing orders not required to go out to tender, though the Clerk has looked into other options to ensure value for money.  The motion was carried. 

Action: Clerk will book in Poole Perspectives Ltd 

Action: Clerk to book meeting for June 12
New signatories are required for the accounts. Councillors K Smedley, D Alexander and P Jones all agreed to be signatories with the Clerk added to manage the accounts but not a signatory.   
Action: Councillors K Smedley, D Alexander, P Jones and the Clerk.
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL  7 (13-14)
Councillor Pope went through the list of outstanding planning applications with the following comments/actions:
N/13/00702/FUL The Starlings, 25A High Street.  The Parish Council has given no comment.  As the Council has no objections no further action required.
N/13/00755/FUL Land Adjacent to 2 Box Cottages, High Street. The Parish Council has given no comment. 

N/13/00835/FUL 26 High Street.  The Parish Council has yet to give a comment on this application and it was noted that the new plans do not incorporate the Post Office. It was resolved that Councillor D Alexander would draft a response to the planning application to be agreed by all.
Action: All
N/13/00886/TCA 9 Chestnut Road.  The Tree Warden Mr Hodnett has looked at this application and has no issues with it.  No comment to be made.
N/13/00204/S106 Manor Farm Draycot Cerne.  No comment made Councillor Pope to look into the details of the legal agreement to see if it relates to anything which would affect parishioners.
Action: Councillor E Pope
It was resolved that all Planning Applications relating to works on trees within the Parish should automatically be passed to the Tree Warden Mr Norman Hodnett.

Action: Clerk
HIGHWAYS  8 (13-14)
The Parish Council is awaiting communications from Wiltshire Council for the works to be carried out on the dropped kerbs to which the Parish Council is putting £1500 towards the cost as agreed at the Parish Council Meeting 12 September 2012 para 49 Highways.

Wiltshire Council is proposing to set the salt bin (which is constantly tipping over) back into the sub station.  Mr Workman will continue to help with this as he has been the contact to date. 
TRANSPORT 9 (13-14)
Nothing to report
PERSONNEL  10 (13-14)
Nothing to report
SCHOOL LIAISON  11 (13-14)
Nothing to report
POLICE LIAISON / NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH  12 (13-14)
Nothing to report
EMERGENCY PLAN  13 (13-14)
Nothing to report
RIGHTS OF WAY 14 (13-14)
Nothing to report
TRAINING  15 (13-14)

New and existing Councillors have the opportunity of attending Councillors training courses.  Councillors Pope, Alexander and Jones will be attending Core Skills for Councillors course on 18 June at Langley Burrell.
PAYMENTS  16 (13-14)
The Clerk issued a financial statement to Councillors prior to the meeting detailing payments made and new payments to authorise.  This is available from the Clerk and forms part of the minutes. 
To summarise payments made since the last Parish Council Meeting in March:

	Cheque No
	Payee
	Details
	TOTAL COST

	736
	SBVH
	Recreation Grant
	£750.00

	744
	SBVH
	Hire of Hall
	£11.50

	745
	SBVH
	Recreation Grant
	£750.00

	747
	SBVH
	Hire of Hall
	£50.36

	748
	PCC
	Grant Payment for Churchyard
	£500.00

	749
	Marcus Anstie Ltd
	Bus Shelter Cleaning
	£180.00

	750
	Sarah Britain
	Clerks Salary
	£500.00

	751
	John Carlyon
	Parish Plan Photocopying + prize
	£207.20

	752
	Sutton Benger CE
	Photocopying at the school
	£29.33

	Total
	 
	 
	£2,978.39


	
	Items for payment (Awaiting signatures on bank account)
	

	Cheque No
	Payee
	Details
	TOTAL COST

	 
	Sarah Britain
	Clerks Salary
	£549.78

	 
	Community First Trading
	Insurance Policy Renewal
	£205.73

	 
	Community First  
	Membership Renewal
	£36.00

	 
	Wiltshire Association of Local Clerks Councils
	Subscription Renewal
	£348.55

	Total
	 
	 
	£1,140.06


It was resolved to approve the payments above but that the Insurance cover should be looked into particularly to determine if there are any gaps of the cover.  This should be looked at in conjunction with the Village Halls insurance and the Allotments Insurance cover.  It would also be worth checking to understand if additional cover would be required for the new open spaces created as part of the Redrow development on the old Faccenda site.
Action: Clerk

It was resolved to accept Mr P Neale’s contract for maintaining the gossip areas and Island on the High Street near Manor Farm Drive.
URGENT MATTERS  17 (13-14)
The issue of co-option was discussed and although there is no legal obligation for Councillors to fulfil the posts every effort should be made to do so.  Councillor E Pope will write a piece for the Parish Magazine to encourage prospective candidates to come forward. There will be an additional agenda item in June which will allow Councillors to vote in newly co-opted Councillors at that meeting.  
Outstanding issues to take forward at July’s meeting are:

Website/Communications – to decide if this needs to be a specific role for a Councillor, currently Councillor K Smedley, and to a lesser degree the Clerk, do this role.  Councillor K Smedley agreed to post photos of Councillors on to the Councils website.
To progress the Community Fund monies currently held in National Savings Account. 

To look at Councillor’s role with the Village Hall Committee and Parish Plan working party. 

To look at Communications with the Parish Magazine.  
To determine which Councillors are to attend the Chippenham Area Board Meetings.

To look at future spending in relation to providing access to a defibrillator within the Parish.

To discuss the option of going to monthly meetings.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.11
NEXT MEETING DATE   
Parish Council Meeting Wednesday 12th June 2013 commencing at 19:45 to sign off Year End and Annual Return Finance  and co-option of new Councillors.
Parish Council Meeting Wednesday 10th July 2013 commencing 19:45

Chairman…………………………………………………….     Date………..........
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