
The challenges and 
opportunities we face 

 

Welcome and introductions 



²Ƙŀǘ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘΧ 
ÅSetting the scene ς our county 

ÅOur vision and priorities 

ÅOur challenges 

ÅOur new business plan and what we will be 
doing differently 

ÅHow can we meet the challenges together? 

ÅYour views, comments and questions 

 

 



Wiltshire - ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΧ 
Å9th largest council in the country 

Å3rd largest planning authority 

ÅAlmost 500,000 residents 

ÅAlmost 100,000 are 65yrs+ ς Wiltshire has the 3rd largest 
older population 

ÅLife expectancy: 80.8 years for males, 84 years for females ς 
higher than the national average  

Å113,100 young people ς 0 and 19 years of age 

Å15,000 businesses ς 78.9% level of employment 

Å18 town high streets and Salisbury city 

ÅShop vacancy average ς 6.8% ς well below the national 
average of 12.4% 

 

 

 
 



Wiltshire did you knowé 
Å236 schools, 31 rural schools ς 7th lowest funded 

Å61% pupils achieve 5 or more GCSEs at Grades A*-C ς 
national average is 54% 

ÅAverage house price is £269,175 - 10.5 x av. income 

ÅCounty is geographically large ς wide spread pockets of 
diverse issues 

ÅLargest MOD rebasing, one-third of Army will be based in 
Wiltshire by 2020 

Å252 town and parish councils 

Å18 community area boards allocate £1.6m grant funding 

ÅFunding levers £7 for every £1 spent = £11.2m investment in 
our communities 

 

 




