
Sutton Benger Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting 
Held on Wednesday 15th October 2014 at the Village Hall, Sutton Benger 

 
Present  
Chairman: E Pope.  Councillors: D Alexander, N Davis, I Dony, H Parry-Jones, P Jones, S Randall, K Smedley, 
G Woodville 
Also present: Linda Bragg, Parish Clerk, 5 members of the public, Ms Rio Daniel and Ms Jessica Barnes from 
Redrow Homes Ltd. 
 
Apologies – 064(14) 
There were no apologies received. 
 
Chair’s Announcements – 067(14) (This item was moved up the agenda) 
Cllr Pope explained the due process with regard to planning applications and the fact that all villagers have the 
right to make a comment on them, via the Wiltshire Council Planning website.  Cllr Pope clarified that the S106 
discussions with regard to the Arms Farm development have been made without prejudice.  Thanks were given 
to all the Councillors who have contributed to the Arms Farm planning application and to Cllr Davis for his article 
in the Parish News. 
 
Declarations of Interests – 065(14) 
There were no declarations of Pecuniary Interests for the purposes of the meeting.  Cllr Pope made a personal 
declaration in respect of the Arms Farm planning application.  It was agreed by all the Councillors that Cllr Pope 
should remain as Chair for the meeting. 
 
Public Forum – 066(14) 
The Chair welcomed those present. Issues raised included concerns about: 

• The Arms Farm development being a green site and drainage issues causing flooding; and 
• The site levels at the Redrow Hazlewood Farm site.  Cllrs updated members with regard to the on-going 

discussions with Wiltshire Council Planning Enforcement Officers and Redrow. 
 
Minutes of Previous Meetings – 068(14) 
The minutes from the Parish Council Meeting held on the 10 September 2014 were agreed and signed off as a 
true record of the proceedings. 
 
Clerk’s Report – 069(14) 
Forms part of these minutes (available on request from the Clerk).  It was agreed that the new notice board 
should be sited at The Bell Hotel. 
 
Planning / Development Control – 070(14) 

a) The Council received a brief presentation from Rio Daniel and Jessica Barnes from Redrow Homes Ltd 
on the proposed change of use of land at The Park to residential.  It was clarified that they had no dates 
for submission as yet nor that a different class of use was being considered with regard to mixed 
commercial/retail use. 

b) Cllr Pope advised that a Public Consultation session concerning the Land at Arms Farm planning 
application will be held by McLoughlin Planning in the School Hall on Friday 24 October 2014 from 13.30 
– 19.30.  Cllr Pope handed over to Cllr Smedley and took no part in the discussions or voting on the 
Arms Farm planning application.  

Councillor Howard Greenman arrived at 20.40.   Councillor Greenman agreed to call in the Land at Arms Farm 
planning application to committee. 

Councillor Parry-Jones left the meeting at 21.52. 
        

14/08888/OUT Land at Arms Farm, High 
Steet, SN15 4RW 

Outline planning for up to 60 
dwellings It was resolved to object. 

14/09205/FUL Land adjacent 9 Church 
View, SN15 4RS 

New dwelling and vehicular 
access 

It was resolved to approve 
with no objections. 
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14/09245/FUL 2 Box Cottage, SN15 4RE Single storey garage extension It was resolved to approve 
with no objections. 

 
c) It was agreed that the current strategy for appointing planning working parties as and when necessary 

should remain in place. 
d) Cllr Pope agreed to act as lead in respect of proposed change of use of land at The Park by Redrow. 

 
Financial Issues – 071(14) 

a) The financial statement and bank reconciliation for September 2014 forms part of these minutes 
(available on request from the Clerk).  The following invoice was approved for payment and the cheque 
duly signed:   

 
Cheque No Payee Details TOTAL COST 
818 Linda Bragg Clerk’s Salary for Sept 2014 £284.45 

 
b) It was resolved to agree to adopt the new Community Grant Policy (v1.0) and Application form (v1.0). 
c) It was resolved to agree to the Responsible Financial Officer having view only access to online banking 

and the application form was duly signed.  It was resolved to agree to adopt the amended Financial 
Regulations (v2.0). 

 
Standing Orders – 072(14) 
It was resolved to agree to adopt the amended Standing Orders (v2.0). 
 
Councillor Contact Details on Website – 073(14) 
It was agreed to include photos of Councillor’s on the website but not telephone or email details.  A contact form 
would be used to prevent potential phishing. 
 
Highways and Transport report 074(14) 
Cllr Jones gave an update on Highways including the current pot hole situation. 
 
Emergency Planning/Flooding report 075(14)  
Cllr Pope gave an update on the Emergency/Flood Plan.  Cllr Dony agreed in principal to re-siting the salt bin 
onto Village Hall ground. 
 
Police Liaison/Neighbourhood Watch report 076(14)  
Cllr Jones reported on the incident in Sutton Benger involving a break-in at a caravan.  Cllr Smedley asked for 
details to be forwarded for inclusion on the website. 
 
Chippenham Area Board report 077(14)  
Cllr Alexander reported that the first Parish Forum takes place next week. 
 

a) It was agreed that the Clerk would forward details of the Chippenham Community Area Transport Group 
(CATG) meetings to determine Councillor’s availability to attend. 

 
Meeting ended at 22.20 hrs 
 
Next Meeting Date    
Parish Council Meeting Wednesday 12 November 2014 commencing 19:45. 
 
 
 
 
Chairman…………………………………………………….     Date……….............. 
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